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REASONS, &c. 


WOULD not have any to 

imagine that I am againſt the 
Repeal, or rather Explication 
of the CorPoRATION and 
I Txs8T Acts; far from it. No 
one can be more deſirous than myſelf, 
to have the PROTESTANT DiIssENTE RG 
caſed of every Clog and Incumbrance ; 
but let every thing be done decently and 
in order, Have a Care of menacing ei- 
ther MinisTRY or PARLIAMENT ; don't 
ſwell roo big with a Conceit of your ſu- 
perior Intereſt and Influence in the KinG- 
Dont, or carry up your Petition to 2 
Claim. | : | 
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We will allow it to be a Hardſhi up- 
on the Proteſtant Difenters that a Law 


which was directly levell'd aga 5 the 
PaPISTSs; and on that ee is, = 1 Tg ; 


when the CHURCH Was e 15 
readily given into by the 


fenters, yet, that 4 Edge of 3 , bY 


ſhould, for ſo many Years, be turnee 
againſt the ſaid Di ws 


We will grant that the Proteſtant Oy | 


ſenters as ENGLISHMEN and bon 4 
our happy EsTabifsnuMint have a 


to equal Civii Pfrivileges, with the 12 0 


His MaJjzsTr's Faithful Subjects; and it 


were to be wiſhed that there appear d to 
be more of a Spirit of Religion, N N 


and Liberty among thoſe of the Habliſb- 
ed Church, that they cherpſelves Would 


move for this Repeal, and ib is to be hoped 


ſuch a Spitit begins to appear among b 


I amr perſwaded that the taking of the 


| SACRAMENT of the L ord's s Supper as 4 . 
Teft ; or Qualification for Civil Offices, is 
contrary to the Deſign of the firſt InsT1-, 
ruUToR of it; but far be it from me to 
affirm at whoſe Door the Evil of, this 
Proſtitution lies. 1am ſatisfied that this 
has been a e Stumblis Block in the 


way of Tnfidels; that it has long been 


9 + of by the ſober Clergy as a | 
en upon + Me ; that the obliging of 
Perſons 


. 1 
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Perſdns thus to qualfy themſelves for 1 
Poſt of Hondur or Profit under the Go- 
vernment, is placing g 4 great Number of 
His Majzstr's Loyal Subjects under an 
Incapteity of — their King and Counts 
fry becauſe they dare not do Violence to 
their Gonſciences, by taking the Sacra- 
ment as a Teſt, And therefore, methinkas 
to attempt the Removal of this ſad O3 


Hacle would be a Province well becoming 


the Right Reverend the Biſhops, to enter 
into, both as they are PT ROS of Chri- 


ſtianity and Lonps in Parliament. And 


if ever it be done to Advantage, the Mo- 
tion muſt; as I conceive, be fir from the 
Right - Reverend Bench. But when th 
may have it in their Hearts to do this 
Piece of good Service to Religion I cannot 
tell: However, I am not for Proteſtant 
Diſſenters puſhing ſo violently for the Re- 
pate at this JubEure, bocuue; _ 


Ts en think” it ddl ww for ihe 
Peace of the Nation in yna_ to puſh it 
now. Nor. 

2. Can I conceive that it would be for 


the true Intereſt of the n . ſt 


ters denne 


It is true [chi we eats, (under che os” 
ence ooh the beſt of Kings, and under the 


wiſe 


wiſe and noble Conduct of à ſteady: Mini- 
72 in a State of profound PxAcx both 
road and at Ham: Gop grant that it 
may be laſt ing, and that nothing may a- 
riſe to interrupt it, but let it be obſerved 
that our being in a State of Peace Ar 
does not prove that at Hame our Peace may 
not be broken; and may ſometimes give 
a favourable Opportunity to Maleacbnients 
to foment Diviſions, and create Jealouſies . 
and Animoſities among ourfelves. In a 
Time of Var, all Eyes and Hands are 
turned againſt the common Enemy, and 
every one is conſulting the Honour and 
Safety of his Country without Diſtin@ionz 
and therefore a Time of Peace Abroad is 
the moſt likely Time for Party-deſgning 
Men at Home, to oppoſe and endeavour to 
diſtreſs one another. Now, whether at 
the End of a Septennial Parliament, ſuch fo: 
a Puſh as many of the Diſſenters are ſo 
ſtrenuous, nay, even mad, for; is not 
likely to throw the NAriox into ſuch a 
Ferment; as may, at the next Election for 
Members of Parliament; greatly endanger 
the Choice of ſuch Repreſentatives as are 
Friends both to the Government and You, 
is no difficult Thing to determine. 
But wppobag ic muſt be a Puſh after 


— 
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all; The Hot- headed fand Imprudent a- Hb 
mong the Diſſenters will have it to — ſo; 
: | what's 


£ A 
what's the Conſequence. of this? either 
- | chere is a Probability of gaining your 
Point, or not? that there is not you have 
t. been told by the Commitiee of Gentlemen 
in Lox Don, who had the Affair under 
Conſideration, and whoſe almoſt unani- 
mous Opinion after mature Deliberation, 
ought to have been taken without any 
farther 3 Harangues. But you 
will ſay, Now or never, now is the Time, 
che long expected Lime; puſh it now and 
you cannot miſs. Well, you are to have 
the Repeal it ſeems, but pray by what In- 

I tereſt, of the Wa1Ges or Tories? not 
id lsof the Whiggs, becauſe you are well in- 
nz formed that you cannot reaſonably under 
is preſent Circumſtances, and at this Junc- 
g ture expect it this Way. If from the 
to || Tories, you need not be told that they have 
at I been always Enemies both to Your Religi- 
ch cus and Civil Rights; and therefore what- 
ſo fever Pretences of Friendſhip they may 
ow make to you, one may wink and yet 
ſee, that it is not your Happineſs, ' but 
heir own Intereft they are aiming at, by 
ndeavour ing, through the fallacious Over- 
ure of ſtanding your Friends in obtaining 
he Repeal, to raiſe a Tumult in the NATION. 
it the next Election; to play you againſt 
hejpreſent Adminiſtration; and fo, if poſe 
1ble, procure a Parliament that would en- 
; deavour 
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[87] 5 
deavour to diſtreſs our King and his Admi- 
wi/hratron, and thereby find an eaſy Way e 
ſuppreſſing and deſtreying aw: for that 
his Whim of Puſhing juſt at this Time, 
was at firſt goncerted, and is ſince encou- 
raged' by the Anti-miniſterial Faction, 
wants ne Proof. The Manner of carry» 
ing jr on, and the Perſon who would pyrt 
himfelf at the Head of it, both in City 
and Country, makes this ahundagtiy evi- 
dent. Thus, have I given you my Res- 
ſons in general for not 2 che Rehe 
at this Time; only remember ; For wh that 
the Tories and thoſe in Alliance with them 
underſtand that Maxim, Divide 8 impera. 
Now before you are entred into too 
haſty. Meaſures, permit me as a FRIEND to 


* 


tay before you. a few Queries. 


I. Whether the Intereſt and Influence c 
-* theſe of the National Church, wha are 
well affected to the preſent Govern 
ment is not equal, if not ſuperjor te 
+ Yours F.. SEES 3 5 
II. Whether your Puſhing. for the Refea! 
- at this Time, has not a Tendency ta 
- difeoncert and divide that Intereſt, h 
+ diſguſting a great Number of thaſe, whe 
uſed to be unanimous againſt the High 
Chureh in voting with you? 


III. Whe- 


90 mY 


III. Whether, ſuppoſing the Adminiſtra- 
tion ſhould favour your Petition, and 
thereby diſoblige many of their Friends; 
-- your-Intereſt will be ſufficient to coun- 
terballauce ſuch a Loſs? jt 
IV. Whether the Adminiftration are moſt 
obliged to you, or you to them? If you 
are moſt obliged to them, which no 
thinking Man can deny: then muſt ſit 
not be a moſt raſh and prepoſterous 
Thing, for you to puſh anAffair of this 
Nature, without the Encouragement of 
their Aſiſtance, yea, againſt their Ad- 
vice? | J 
V. Whether it is not more prudent to 
wait till your BESTH Friends, ſhall judge 
it proper to attempt this Repea/: then, 
by puſhing this Matter now, to diſob- 
lige them, and gratify their and your 
Enemies? T0 Ap Een. . > 
VI. Whether it be adviſeable, or grateful 
for you to fly in the Face of thoſe, who 
' have always approved themſelves to be 
your beſt Friends; and to throw your- 
ſelves into the Arms of your Enemies? 
VII. Whether you can imagine that the 
Anti-miniſterial Faction, moſt of which 
are Tories, do ſincerely deſign any real 
or laſting Advantage to you by encou- 
raging you to puſh for the Repeal at this 


Time? *" 
B VIII. Whe- + 


5 
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VIII, Whether, ſuppoſing the Puſh be 

now made, and the Tories ſhould vote 
*% in your Favour, you would not-poll, ar 
ih the next Election of Members of Parlia- 
| ment, for ſuch only as voted for the 


3d Repeal? The Malignant Conſequence of 
F . which I need not tell you. 

| 5 IX. Whether it would not ſhew a noble 
„ Attachment to His MajzsTy's Perſon 
. and Government, unanimouſly and 


with Diſdain to reject an Expedient, 
El however advantageous it may appear to 
Dau, that is deſignedly calculated to 
iff _—_.,-* ,. c, oppoſe them F „ F 
4 | X. Whether it be prudent to hazard ſo 
i many valuable Privileges that you now 
| enjoy, for the Sake of Puſhing That 
which, if you obtain it, will be of little 
Advantage to you as a Religious Body ? 
XI. Whether it is not more likely to an- 
ſwer your End, - unanimouſly to join 
with others of your Friends of the E 
ſtabliſhed Church, at the Beginning of 
a new Parliament, then furiouſly ol 
your own Heads to puſh it near the Ex 
! piration of an old one? 5 
| l XII. Whether a certain Iriſb L--d, who 
i if common Report may be credited, be 
trayed your Civil Rights in the Begin 
ning of the Reign of His late Majeſty 
KING GEORGE of Glorious * 
whe 
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when you might have obtained the Re- 


|  peal, you are now ſo zealouſly ſtrug- 


gling for, had he not told the KING to 


this Effect, that you did not defire it: 


A Perſon who 'has diſconcerted and di- 
vided you in your Religious Character, 
and in a way greatly to the Diſhonour 
oſ the Proteſtant Diſſenters : a Perſon 
who, for what Reaſons you need not 
be told, is juſtly neglected in a religi- 
odus and political Reſpect, and has lit- 
tle Weight in Publick Affairs: a Per- 
' ſon who deſigns, if he can to make 
_ himſelf fgnificant by forwarding this 
Poultenian ' SCHEME, for ſo I call your 
Puſhing Defign, is a fit Perſon to con- 
duct ſuch an Affair as this is, wherein 
the Stability-of His MajzsTY's 'Go- 
vernment, the Peace of the Kinxupm, 
and the Honour and Security of the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters are ſo mut, con- 
cerned ? *© © 5 ; . 


However weak and impertinent you 


may think theſe Reaſons and Queries to 


be; till they are fully and fairly anſwer- 
ed, I muſt beg Leave to 1 againſt 
Puſhing for the Repeal of the Corporation 
and Teſt AZs, till a more favourable Op- 
portunity ſhall offer itſelf. In the mean 
time ſuffer me to offer my Humble Advice, 
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* That as . the Favour of 01 our malt: 
je, Wt Graciode Krxé; the Pearce and Proerity 


of the Kisbport, and the invaluable" Li. 


berties we as Proteſtan 


CDi 


ers en „„ 


under a wiſe and glorious 4 miret, 


- you would unanimouſly deſiſt from ſuch a 
raſh and dangerous Expedient, as Puſhing 


7 er the Repeal at this Time, and that you - 
would diſcover a generous Gratitude — 1 


e Zeal for the beſt of Princes 


dy Join- 


ing with Heart and Hand, in Conjunction 


„with Your: old and app 


roved FRIENDS of 


the Eftabli/hed Church at the next Blec- 
tion for Members of Parliament, to chuſe 
ſuch Repreſentatives. as 
tached to the Preſent Government, and un- 


+ Þ diſguiſed. Friends to Liberty; 
Means alone you may reaſounbly 


ſome happy. ſdrure | Time, herein Tou 


as are \zealouſly 


at- © 


which 
ope for 


may witk Honour and Security obtain 
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